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Reporting Owners
Relationships
Reporting Owner Name / Address 10%
Director Officer Other
Owner
SMITH BRYAN SCOTT
C/O SONIC AUTOMOTIVE, INC. . .
; X Vice Chairman and CSO

5401 EAST INDEPENDENCE BLVD.
CHARLOTTE, NC 28212
Signatures
/s/ Bryan Scott Smith 02/23/2004

*Signature of Reporting Person Date




Explanation of Responses:

*  If'the form is filed by more than one reporting person, see Instruction 4(b)(v).

** Intentional misstatements or omissions of facts constitute Federal Criminal Violations. See 18 U.S.C. 1001 and 15 U.S.C. 78ff(a).

On February 20, 2004, Mr. Smith exchanged 473 shares of Sonic's Class A Common Stock beneficially owned by Mr. Smith for 473 shares of Sonic's Class B Common Stock
(1 beneficially owned by Egan Group, LLC (a member of the "Smith Group" as defined in Sonic's Charter). This transaction is being reported on Form 4 as a conversion exempt from

Section 16(b) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 pursuant to Rule 16(b)-6(b) promulgated thereunder and related SEC guidance. On February 20, 2004, the closing price of
Sonic Automotive, Inc.'s Class A Common Stock on the New York Stock Exchange was $23.62.

Shares of Class B Common Stock are convertible into shares of Class A Common Stock on a 1-for-1 basis at any time and from time to time at the option of the holder. Shares of

(2) Class B Common Stock will automatically convert into shares of Class A Common Stock upon transfer of the shares of Class B Common Stock to individuals or entities who are not
members of the "Smith Group" as defined in Sonic's Charter.

Note: File three copies of this Form, one of which must be manually signed. If space is insufficient, see Instruction 6 for procedure.
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