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Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of Certain Officers.

On July 22, 2015, the Board of Directors of Sonic Automotive, Inc. (the “Company”) appointed B. Scott Smith, age 47, as Chief Executive Officer of the Company,
effective immediately. He will also continue to serve as the Company’s President and as a director of the Company. B. Scott Smith has been a director of the Company since its
organization in January 1997 and President of the Company since March 2007. Mr. Smith served as the Company’s Vice Chairman from October 2002 to March 2007 and as
the Company’s Chief Strategic Officer from October 2002 to July 2015. Mr. Smith was President and Chief Operating Officer of the Company from April 1997 to
October 2002. B. Scott Smith is the son of O. Bruton Smith and the brother of David Bruton Smith, who serves as Vice Chairman and as a director of the Company.

In connection with B. Scott Smith’s appointment as Chief Executive Officer, a position previously held by O. Bruton Smith, the Company’s Board of Directors
appointed O. Bruton Smith, age 88, as Executive Chairman of the Company, effective immediately. As Executive Chairman, O. Bruton Smith will report directly to the
Company’s Board of Directors and will work closely with the Board of Directors, the Chief Executive Officer and the Vice Chairman with regard to overall leadership and
strategic direction of the Company, guidance of the Company’s senior management, coordination of the Board of Directors’ activities and communication with the Company’s
key stakeholders.

The Company has deemed that B. Scott Smith shall be the principal executive officer of the Company for purposes of all documents and certifications to be filed with or
submitted to the Securities and Exchange Commission or the New York Stock Exchange and for all other similar or related purposes.

A copy of the Company’s press release relating to the foregoing matters is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1.

 
Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.
 

 (d) Exhibits.
 

99.1  Press release of Sonic Automotive, Inc., dated July 27, 2015.
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Exhibit 99.1

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SONIC AUTOMOTIVE, INC. NAMES O. BRUTON SMITH AS EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN,
B. SCOTT SMITH TO CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

CHARLOTTE, NC (July 27, 2015) – The board of directors of Sonic Automotive, Inc. (NYSE: SAH) today announced the appointment of O. Bruton Smith as Executive
Chairman and B. Scott Smith to the position of Chief Executive Officer in conjunction with an executive management realignment. David B. Smith will continue to serve as the
Company’s Vice Chairman.

O. Bruton Smith has served as Sonic Automotive’s Chairman and Chief Executive Officer since its initial public offering in 1997. As Executive Chairman, he will report
directly to the board of directors and will work closely with the board, the Chief Executive Officer and the Vice Chairman to engage in the overall leadership and strategic
direction of the Company, guide senior management, coordinate activities of the board of directors and communicate with the Company’s key stakeholders.

In his expanded role as Chief Executive Officer and President, B. Scott Smith, who is a co-founder of the Company and has served as Sonic Automotive’s President and Chief
Strategic Officer since 2007, will work closely with the Executive Chairman, the Vice Chairman, executive management and the board of directors to develop the strategic
direction of the Company, provide leadership of day-to-day operations and communicate with the Company’s key stakeholders.

The realignment became effective immediately upon approval by Sonic Automotive, Inc.’s board of directors.

About Sonic Automotive

Sonic Automotive, Inc., a Fortune 500 company based in Charlotte, N.C., is one of the nation’s largest automotive retailers. Sonic can be reached on the web at
www.sonicautomotive.com.
 
Contact:   Heath R. Byrd, Chief Financial Officer (704) 566-2400

  C.G. Saffer, Vice President & Chief Accounting Officer (704) 566-2439


